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"The Culture of Polar Science"

Katuaq, Ikinngutigiit ineeraat/ Venskabssalen

An anthropological perspective of research in Antarctica, with a focus on studies at
the American research stations McMurdo, Palmer and South Pole.

This presentation will also look at the culture of polar logistic workers who make
scientific research possible, including the unique and recent history of women's roles

in this society. Finally, some of the associations between Antarctica and Greenland
will be mentioned.

My anthropological work in Antarctica has focused specifically on group cultural
and social dynamics, women's roles and injury prevention. | have worked for climate
scientists on the ice cap in Greenland and throughout Antarctica collecting and
analyzing data, and managing field research stations, among other logistical
responsibilities, for 18 seasons.

Currently, | am working as a research assistant for the Colorado Injury Control
Research Center. These combined experiences have helped to shape my Master's
thesis research in anthropology at Colorado State University.
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